








Pictured L to R are Torbjorn Lindstedt, Patrick Kerr (Bathgate BID Coordinator) Laila Gibson & Stefan Johansson.
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Representatives from an area in Sweden
considering setting up a Business
Improvement District visited Bathgate in
December. There is a strong willingness to
develop the Lerum municipality - an area
about 30km northeast of Gothenburg — and
setting up a rural BID would greatly assist
the collaboration of businesses, estate
owners, landowners, voluntary associations
and public authorities in the area.

There main reasons for visiting Scotland at
this stage was to learn more about the BID

process and to share inspiration, motivation
and ideas with likeminded people in
Scotland and to investigate the possibility of
future cooperation with Scottish BIDs.

The representatives who visited Bathgate as
well as the other BID areas of Edinburgh and
Dunfermline were Laila Gibson, Business
Development Manager at Oijared Estate,
Stefan Johansson, CEO at Naas Castle one
of the main visitor attractions in the area and
Torbjorn Lindstedt, Conservation Manager
at Harling Property Management.

Lothian and Borders
Police have launched
a unique initiative
aimed at preventing crime in West Lothian.

The Flashlight Initiative is a combination
of a state of the art Forensic Property
Marking System, an innovative electronic
crime prevention toolkit and intelligence
led policing. The initiative has been
developed specifically to prevent thefts and
break-ins to households and businesses.

The Flashlight Initiative uses a marking
solution, which is applied like nail varnish,
and glows under ultra violet light. Each
separate bottle of solution also has a unique
forensic tag. Anyone using the forensic

marking  system
will be listed on
a database, so if
property is stolen and retrieved, its rightful
owner can easily be identified.

The Flashlight Toolkit also contains
window stickers advertising that property
is protected, and a specially developed
electronic crime prevention toolkit on CD
which gives access to a host of up to date
crime prevention information.

The police are in discussion with
Enterprising Bathgate regarding the
purchase of the marking system and the
rolling out of the electronic crime prevention
toolkit.

For further information please contact: PC lain Wells, Bathgate Police Station, 01506 652323

Information Open Days

In line with our policy of keeping our levy payers and members of the public informed
of planned work for the town centre, Enterprising Bathgate will host Information
Open Days on Wednesday and Thursday 28th and 29th April this year. Between
the hours of 11am - 4pm on each of these dates levy payers and members of the
public will be invited to the Regal Community Theatre to get an insight of what is

planned for the town.

Exhibitors will be on hand to let you know about a number of projects some of which

include:
Planned engineering and road works
New Civic Centre
Town Centre Regeneration Projects

Retail Development of the foundry site
on Whitburn Road

New Rail Station

New Swimming Pool

Proposed Public Art

CCTV

Proposed new events for the town
Music Festival

There will also be an evening event held on Thursday 29th to which all levy payers

will be invited. Invitations will be sent out later. The Information Open Days will be

publicised leading up to the event and Enterprising Bathgate

Please get in touch if you have
any good news you would like to share

anticipate a big response from members
of the public.

with the rest of the business community in the BID area.

Write to the team at: The Bathgate Business Centre, Whitburn Road, Bathgate EH48 1HH Tel: 01506 637537 Email: info@bathgatebid.net www.bathgatebid.net

Bathgate Town Centre

Possible
disruption while

building a better Bathgate

West Lothian Council is warning that work on a
number of projects to improve Bathgate could lead
to traffic disruption in the town.

Work on the Bathgate to Airdrie rail link, replacing a
bridge at Whitburn, Whiteside area is ongoing and
expected completion date is April 2010.

A section of Glasgow Road in the vicinity of St
Marys Primary School will be closed for around two
months expected dates July 2010 to September
2010 to accommodate the essential replacement of
the weak bridge over Bathgate Water. Associated
works will be carried out by utility companies to move
the pipes and cables on the bridge commencing in
Spring 2010.

A culvert renewal scheme is planned in Torphichen
Road, in the vicinity of the Leisure Centre, for early
2010 at part of a Flood Prevention Scheme. It is
expected to last for around a month and will include
traffic management.

The existing Menzies Roundabout will be re-
positioned as part of the realignment of the
Whitburn Road associated with the new Morrisons
Supermarket. Scottish Water will also laying a new
main into this site as part of the works and will
commence April 2010 for period of 3 months.

As part of the new Railway Station Edinburgh Road
will be affected throughout January and February,
with traffic management in this area.

A West Lothian Council spokesperson said: “With
the council, Network Rail and Scottish Water all
planning major essential work in Bathgate this year,
there could be some disruption to traffic in the
town.” The forementioned works will not affect the
Newlands Day and Highland Games Events

Ewen McNamee, media & communications officer,
West Lothian Council Media@westlothian.gov.uk

New in Town

The Stone Ring

The Stone Ring set up business in Union Road,
Bathgate last year and is another outlet that’s adds to the

diversity of the services available in the town.

The Stone Ring specialises in Tarot Readings, Reiki,
Crystal Healing and other complementary therapies. The
owner Marie Young has a vast amount of understanding

The Stone Ring

in this type of work.
Why not pay her a visit
for an experience with [ISeIki &€ Crystal Healing
a difference.

Tel: 07727 178701
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The Bathgate Business Improvement
District (BID) is the most successful
BID area in Scotland in terms of
delivering projects highlighted by you
in our survey carried out a few years
ago and highlighted in our five year
business plan. We have developed a
strong working relationship with our
partner West Lothian Council and the
success of this relationship has been
the backbone of this achievement. In
these difficult times for businesses
up and down the country, Bathgate is
continuing to develop it’s identity as
a traditional town with a diversity of
services | believe, other similar sized
towns in Scotland envy.

Clearly there’s still much to do. The
car parking in the town is a problem
just now, this is almost solely down
to the closure of Scotrail’s car parks
adjacent to the present rail station,
consequently, commuters are forced
to use other car parks in the town

as a Park and Ride facility. The new
station is due open in September
2010 where ample car parking will
be provided for the commuters and
I’m confident this will greatly help the
current situation. In the meantime in
conjunction with our colleagues in
the council we are actively looking at
ways to alleviate the problem in the
short term.

I believe Bathgate has plenty to offer
the area despite a recession that has
seen many banks and well-known
multi nationals brought to their
knee’s. The challenge for us all is
clear and we in Enterprising Bathgate
will assist our town’s businesses as

best we can.
David Stein D D

Bathgate Team

FIRST TO RESPOND

Bathgate Community First Responders is a
group of volunteers who have been trained
by members of The Scottish Ambulance
Service to provide immediate Basic Life
Support to critically ill members of the
community in the first few minutes prior to
the arrival of an ambulance. Statistics show
that the ability of a First Responder to perform
Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR), eg
3 minutes ahead of an ambulance gives the
casualty, on average, a 74% greater chance of
survival, that’s considerable.

The group started responding on the 1st
September 2009 after undergoing the
necessary training and having been provided
with the necessary equipment by the Scottish
Ambulance Service. This equipment includes
an Automated External Defibrillator, oxygen
administration and other items for the
immediate treatment of a casualty.

no road traffic accidents, no children under
age 16 or traumatic injuries. The Scottish
Ambulance Service is providing full support
to the group.

Bathgate Community First Responders has
been granted full Charity status and the
groups are all volunteers who are not only
busy responding, but also raising money for
the ongoing costs of the scheme, encouraging
new members to join the scheme and also
publicising what the group is doing for the
community of Bathgate.

The group would welcome enquiries for
potential responders and also volunteers to
help with the administration and running the
group, commitment can be as little or as much
time as any volunteer can provide, but we do
ask for a minimum of 8 hours per month.

In the first month of operation the group members attended

15 emergencies with a response time of just over 7 minutes,
the fastest response being 30 seconds, this was a casualty at
a bus stop 100 yards from where the First Responders are based,

19 South Bridge Street, Bathgate.

The types of calls the responders would be
called out to are chest pain, cardiac arrest,
breathing  difficulties, choking, medical
collapse and unconscious casualties. They will
not be asked to respond to assaults or violent
incidents, no incidents in public houses,

Financial help is always welcome and we will
accept any donation large or small. Bathgate is
the only town in West Lothian so far with a First
Responder Scheme. Other towns in the area
are due to be set up and operational soon.

Bathgate Community First Responders can be contacted via there website
www.bathgatefirstresponders.co.uk and for more information and contact details.

Article supplied by Paul Hickman. Paul is a director of Albacare,
an Occupational Health Service Provider and HSE approved

First Aid at Work training provider based in Bathgate.
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